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An Account of the ſeveral 
Employments -of Honour and | 
Profit which he has enjoy'd; his 
remarkable Speeches in Parlia- 
ment; his Conduct, in parti- 


cular when he was one of the 


Secret Committee; his Meaſures 
relating to Treaties and Con- 
ventions; his Method for a 
general Pacification; his At- 
tachment to one Potentate, and 
Antipathy to another ; 
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his Reaſons to juſtify his Beha- 
viour in thoſe Points; his ex- 
poſing and oppoſing the Schemes 
of the Miniſtry; his Acknow- 
ledgment of a Reconciliation 
between them upon certain 
Conditions; of the War he car- 


ried on againſt a certain Great 


Man; and laſtly, of the Duel 
which he fought in Hyde- Park, 
with the Right Honourable the 
Lord Harvey. | 


To which, as an ORNAMENT, is annex'd, 


A particular and conciſe ACCOUNT of his 


POLITICAL WRITINGS. 
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Know not any Perſon, to whom 
Ie 1 can fo properly inſcribe, and 
thereby petition a Protection of 


< Z 


the following Memoirs, as to 


You, who, like the Right Honourable Gen— 
tleman that has given Birth to the ſaid 
Memoirs, have with a true Britiſh Spirit 
upon all Occaſions exerted 7 ourſelf in De- 


fence of the Rights and Properties of the 


A 2 People. 
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People. This You have done with ſuch 
Accuracy of Judgment, with {ſuch pro- 
found Penetration, and ſtrict Regard to 
juſtice, that even Your molt inveterate 
' Enemtes, if there be ſuch Creatures upon 
\ Earth, muſt acknowledge that You con- 
ſtantly keep an equal Ballance ; not giving 
Ap the leaſt Point of the Subjects Privilege, 
nor offering to make the moſt minute En- 
croachment upon the Prerogative of the 
Crown, but continually uſing Tour Efforts 


to keep each of them within it's peculiar 
Channel. 


T1 here are too many in the World, who 

are ſo ambitious of Popularity, that they 
ſpare no Pains, or leave any Methods un- 
eſſay' d to accompliſh it, provided that they 
are not thereby obligd to exonerate their 
over- loaded Purſes; and the only View 
they propoſe herein is to perſuade the 
World, that they have nothing ſo much 
at Heart as the Welfare of their Country, 


and 


BEDTCATION. Wi 
and yet by an internal Impulſe they are | 
compelled to own themſelves tacithj to be 
Informers. 


He that can lay his Hand upon his 
Heart, and conſcientiouſiy lay (as I am con- 
vinc'd that Tou and Mr. Pulteney can do) 
that the Proſperity of Great-Britain is the 
only End of his Endeavours, may in the 
ſtricteſt Propriety of Speech be called a 
Patriot; and in my humble Opinion ſuch 
Gentlemen are the propereſt to be em- 
ploy'd in Poſts of the greateſt Truit and 
Importance, and they will take Care to 
ſupply the Places of inferior Degrees with 


no ſiniſter or ſeltiſh Ends in View. Such 
Gentlemen, of what Rank ſoever, let their 
Salaries and incidental Perquiſites be what 
they will, cannot have too great a Recom- 
pence for their Diligence, Care, and 
Trouble, and ſuch Perſons only can appro- 
priate to themſelves the Names of Patriots; 


1 


Perſons of the ſame Principles, Ss have 
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v DEDICATION. 
| I mean ſuch Gentlemen, who have the 
| Intereſt of their Country really at Heart, 
whether in or out of Employment. I there- 
| fore congratulate Tou and Mr. Pulteney 
upon Jour being ſuch zealous Advocates 
for Tour Fell ow. Subjects and requeſt 
Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, with all due 
| Reverence and Reſpect, 


SIR 


Tour moſt obedient 


Humble Servant 


The AUTHOR. 


H E ultimate Deſign, which the Au- 
thor of the enſuing Memoirs propoſes 
to himſelf, is to do Juſtice to the Gen- 
tleman of true Worth and Integrity, whoſe 
Name is prefixed in the Title Page; aud it 
will be an unſpeakable Comfort to him, if his 
Hopes ſhall be crowned with the defired Suc- 
ceſs, namely, to confirm the Strong, to corrobo- 
rate the Weak, and to open the Eyes of fuck 
who are blinded with Prejudice of Partiality. 
W hen any Per ſon ſhines in a ſuperior Orb, 
there are not wanting thoſe who gaze upon 
him with envious Eyes, and whoſe Mouths 
being filled with Defamation and Detraction, 
pour forth their blackeft Venom to poiſon and 
caſt 


1 
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caſt a Blemiſh upon his Reputation; and if 
any Man, tho 55 carries himſelf ever ſo up- 
right, and even tho his Words and Aﬀimms 
| tally ſo exaflly that they ju$ify each other, 

| ſhall endeavour to wipe of the Aſperſion, and 
vindicate the Fame of the Per ſon thus injured, 
be mußt expect to be branded with the odious 
Appellation of Sycophant. Joreſee that 
thes will be my Fate; but I have this Comfort, 
that no Man can jultly rank me among the 
Number of Flatterers, becauſe I have no per- 

| ſonal Kuonvledge of Mr. Pulteney. The only 
| Foundation for ſuch Obloquy is, that I declare 

' my Mind with Sincerity and Truth; and 
zf it be a Crime to ſpeak the Truth, I take it 
to myſelf, and glory in it. But as neither 

' the one or the other is to be a Judge in his 
' own Canſe, I readily ſubmit the Deciſion of 
this Point to the impartial Part of Maikind. 
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WILLIAM PULTENEY, Eſq; 


SQ BR FE HEN Perſons of any Rank or Station 
ISS Xa; ſoever, whether Ecleſiaſtical, Civil 
W or Military, become popu/ar ; and 
whether the Steps they take to attain 
We to the Summit of that alluring Word, 
Popularity, ariſe from preaching a Doctrine that 
tends to ſubvert the Conſtitution of their Country, 
by inculcating falſe Notions into the Minds of the 
People, and thereby fomenting Animoſities, Divi- 
ſions and Sedition; or whether they are founded 
upon a long Series of Succeſs, in fighting and con- 
quering an "Enemy, in taking and ranfacking 1 owns 


all: ] 
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and fortify d Places; or laſtly, whether they become 
popular by intermedling with Affairs of State, when 
it is not their Province ſo to do, or by clogging or 
embaraſſing the Wheels of Government, or by a 
Juſt and faithful Adminiſtration of the ſeveral Char- 
ges committed to them; in all or either of theſe 
Caſes, the World expects ſome Account of the 
Tranſactions of ſuch Men, and cuſtom immemorial, 
which 1s generally tantamont to a Law, ſeems to 


give a Sanction to their Expectation. I ſhall not 


take upon me to determine what are the Motives 
that induce Men to ſuch a Deſire; ſome, perhaps, 
are byaſs d that Way by Pique and Malice, and others 
are led to it by an Attachment, which they naturally 
have for Perſons, who are of the ſame Principles 
with themſelves ; ſo that through Favour or Envy 
they would have the Characters of ſuch Men tranſ- 
mitted to lateſt Poſterity with indelible Stains of In- 
famy and Diſgrace, or with perpetual Marks of 
Honour and Eſteem. This, I preſume, is defir'd 
that the former may be avoided, like dangerous 
Rocks and Quick-ſands ; and the latter as Examples, 
worthy of the Imitation of Poſterity, and ought to 
be purſu'd as the ſafeſt and ſureſt Track that leads 
to Glory. 

For my own Part, I declare that my Behaviour 
in this Matter ſhall be candid and impartial, and 
what I commit to Paper does not proceed from Pre- 
judice or Affection; and as I ſhall not take upon me 
the Part of a Bicgrapher, but chuſe rather to play the 
Hiſtorian, it is not to be expected that I ſhould be 


narticular 
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particular in giving an Account of Mr. Pulteney's 
Genealogy, or trace that Gentleman from his Cra- 
dle till he became ſo conſpicuous as to attract the 
Eyes of all Europe. | 

Every-body muſt allow that he is deſcended from 
an antient and worthy Family, that he enjoys a 
patrimonial Eſtate of no ſmall Value, and another 
worth Thouſands of Pounds per Annum, which was 
the Bequeſt of his Friend Sir ohn Guiſe, Bart. 

Theſe Things being premiſed, I ſhall begin the 
ra of this Gentleman from his firſt Appearance in 
the Houſe of Commons, which was in the Reign of 
her late ſacred Majeſty Queen Aune. Here he ſoon 
gave a convincing Teſtimony of his excellent Endow- 
ments and bright Genius, his Capacity and Abilities 
for managing State-Affairs, and his natural Propen- 
fity to ſerve his Country, whoſe Intereſt he laid 
neareſt to his Heart. So nervous were his Argu— 


ments, his Reaſoning ſo valid and ſtrong, that every 


Member ſtood in Admiration of him; he had tuch 


a Facility in his Speech, and ſuch a genteel way of 
delivering his Sentiments, that his Words flow'd 
from hun, like ſmooth Streams. It is almoſt im- 
poſſible for the Thought of Man to conceive with 


what Dexterity he unravelled ſuch Points as ſeemed 
moſt arduous, and detect the falſe Gloſs that was 


put upon them to conceal their Imperfections; all 


| thele he did when he was a young Member, but 


when he became better acquainted with the Methods 
and Proceedings of the Horſe, it may be juſtly ſaid, 


that he exceeded even himſelf. 
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Impeachment a 
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In the Year 1710, when the Affair of Dr. Sacheverel 
was brought before the Houſe of Commons, relating 
to his Sermons preach'd a Derhy- Aſſizes, and at St. 
Paul's Cathedral, great Debates aroſe whether the 
Doctor was guilty of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors 
the Queſtion being carried in the Affirmative, an 
gainſt him was ſent to the Lords, and 
a Day appointed for his Tryal. Tho' Mr. Pultency 
was not one of the Managers againſt the Doctor, yet 
during the Debates of it in the Houſe, he ſtrenu- 
ouſly exerted himſelf in Defence of the Revo/ution, 
which the ſlaviſh Doctrine of Paſſrve Obedience and 
Non-Reſiſtance conderan'd. With a Ciceronian Elo- 
quence, and an Accuracy of Judgment peculiar to 
himſelf, he ſhew'd the fatal Conſequence that muſt 
neceſſarily attend ſuch Doctrine, vg. the total De- 
ſtruction of our religious and civil Rights, the intire 
Subverſion of our Conſtitution, whereby we mult 
expect to be deprived of A that was dear and valu- 
able to us, and that it was calculated with a View to 
pave a Way for introducing the Perſon. called the | 
Pretender. He did not herein purſue the common | 
and unjuſtifyable Method of Orators, who attack the | 


Paſſions before they have convinced the Reaſon ; on 
the contrary, Mr. Pulteney by ſtrength of Argu- 


ments, void of Art and Deluſion, convinced and ſa- 
tisfied the Reaſon, and atterwards captivated the | 
Paſſions : Inſomuch, that ſeveral Members who | 
were before inclinable to the Negative Part of the | 


' Queſtion, being thoroughly perſuaded that the Doc- | 


trine of Non-KReſiſtance uit on auy Pretence what ſo- | 
ever, 


ever, had a moſt pernicious Tendency, voted, a 


4. Mr. Pulteney alſo did vote, that the Doctor was, 


guilty of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors. 

The next Point in which this Gentleman ſignaliz 4 
himſelt, was ſoon after Queen Aune had chang d her 
Miniſtry in the latter End of her Reign; Mr. Wi alpole, 
about this Time, was charged by the Houle of 
Commons with his having embezzled cool. of the 


Publick Treaſure, which Sum, he ſaid, had been 


expended, and was placed in his Accompts to the 
Article of Forrage for the Troops then in Scot/and. 
Lieutenant General Ecclin, who was then a Member 
of Parliament, and Commander in Chief of the 
Forces in that Part of Great-Britain, being exami- 
ned upon Oath in relation to this Affair, declared 
that the ſaid Sum of 500/. had been laid out in 
Forrage, as charged in the ſaid Accompt. But then 


it was affirmed that ſuch a Sum had been given by 


the Perſons, who had contracted to ſupply that Part 
of the Army that was in Scotland with Forrage, 
to a MAN, who was Agent for Mr. Walpole, and 


that the Contractors muſt reimburſe themſelves, ei- 


ther by over- rating the Forraze, or by giving what 
was not intrinſically worth ſo much Money; and 
that this could not poſſibly be done without the 
Knowledge, Privity or Conſent of Mr. Walpole 
which was the fame Thing in ettect, even tho they 
ſhould ſuppoſe that he had no Share of the Gratuity 
This being the State of the Caſe, Mr. Pu/terey, 1 
a very cloquent Speech, obſerved that no Evidenc 

was produced to ſupport the Charge that w. 


broug' 
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Impeachment againſt him was ſent to the Lords, and 


the contrary, Mr. Pallene) by ſtrength of Argu- 
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Queſtion, being thoroughly perſuaded that the Doc- 


In the Year 1710, when the Affair of Dr. Sacheveret | 
was brought before the Houſe of Commons, relating | 
to his Sermons preach d a Derhy- Aſſizes, and at St. 
Paul's Cathedral, great Debates aroſe whether the 
Doctor was guilty of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors; 
the Queſtion being carried in the Affirmative, an 


a Day appointed for his Tryal. Tho' Mr. Pu/teney | 
was not one of the Managers againſt the Doctor, yet 
during the Debates of it in the Houſe, he ſtrenu— 
ouſly exerted himſelf in Defence of the Revo/ntion, 
which the ſlaviſn Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience and 
Non-Reſiſtance condemn d. With a Ciceronian Elo— 
quence, and an Accuracy of judgment peculiar to 
himſelf, he ſhew'd the fatal Contequence that muſt 
neceſſarily attend ſuch Doctrine, v. the total De- 
ſtruction of our religious and civil Rights, the intire 
Subverſion of our Conſtitution, whereby we muſt 
expect to be deprived of All that was dear and valu- 
able to us, and that it was calculated with a View to 
pave a Way for introducing the Perſon called the 
Pretender. He did not herein purſue the common 
and unjuſtifyable Method of Orators, who attack the 
Paſſions before they have convinced the Reaſon; on 
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ments, void of Art and Deluſion, convinced and ſa- 
tisfied the Reaſon, and atterwards captivated the 
Paſhons : Inſomuch, that ſeveral Members who 
were before inclinable to the Negative Part of the | 


trine of Non-KReſiſtance u;j on auy Pretence What ſo 
ever, 
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ever, had a moſt pernicious Tendency, voted, as 
Mr. Pulteney alſo did vote, that the Doctor was 


guilty of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors. 


The next Point in which this Gentleman ſignaliz d 


himſelt, was ſoon after Queen Aune had chang d her 
Miniſt#y in thelatter End of her Reign; Mr. Walpode, 
about this Time, was charged by the Houle of 
Commons with his having embezzled 500. of the 


Publick Treaſure, which Sum, he ſaid, had been 


expended, and was placed in his Accompts to the 
Article of Forrage for the Troops then in Scot/and. 


Lieutenant General Ecclin, who was then a Member 


of Parliament, and Commander in Chief of the 
Forces in that Part of Great-Britam, being exami- 
ned upon Oath in relation to this Affair, declared 
that the ſaid Sum of 500 J. had been laid out in 
Forrage, as charged in the ſaid Accompt. But then 
it was affirmed that ſuch a Sum had been given by 


the Perſons, who had contracted to ſupply that Part 


of the Army that was in Scotland with Forrage, 
to a MA N, who was Agent for Mr. Walpole, and 
that the Contractors muſt reimburſe themſelves, ei- 
ther by over- rating the Forrage, or by giving what 
was not intrinfically worth fo much Money; and 
that this could not poſſibly be done without the 
Knowledge, Privity or Content of Mr. Walfole 
which was the ſame Thing in ettect, even tho they 
ſhould ſuppoſe that he had no Share of the Gratuity 
This being the State of the Cate, Mr. Pruteey, v 
a very eloquent Speech, oblerved that no Evidenc 

was produced to fupport the Charge that w. 

broug' 
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brought againſt Mr. Walpole; on the contrary, 
there was all the Reaſon in the World to acquit him, 
fince one of their own Members, who, (it was well 
known) was altogether in the Intereſt of thoſe who 
accuſed Mr. Wa!pole, had manifeſted his Innocence 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner. As to the latter Part 
of the Caſe, even allowing that the MA N, who 
was ſuppos' d to be Agent tor Mr. Walpole, had re- 
ceived a Gratuity, yet no inference could be drawn 
from thence, that the Gentleman, whom they ac- 
culed, was ouilty of Corruption, or had took any 
Bribe ; and therefore as the Charge was founded 
upon bare Surmiſes and Suggeſtions, he could do no 
leſs in Honour and Conſcience than declare him not 
Guilty. But this Speech had not the deſired Effect; 
it carried ſuch little Weight with it, that when the 
Queſtion was put, Mr. Walpole was voted Guilty; 
whereupon by Order of the Houſe he was com- 
nitted Priſoner ro the Tower, and there he remain'd 
till an End was put to that Seſſions of Parliament. 
Upon the Demiſe of Queen Anne, the Books and 
Papers of the Secretary of State, Hen St. John, 
hen Viſcount Bo/zubroxe, were ſecur d; Seals were 
put upon them, and the Doors of the Office were 
allo teal'd up. Soon after the Acceſſion of his late 
Majeſty King George the Firſt, to the Throne of 
Ireat-Britain, the Houle of Commons appointed a 
Zommittee, which was call'd the Secret Committee, 
2 examine the Books and Papers of the Secretary 
"State, on which the Seals had been fixd; and 
cy were obligd in the moſt folemn Manner to 
| make 
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make a true and faithful Report. Mr. Pulteney 
was cholen one of the Committee, in which he dit- 
charg d his Duty with Integrity, even in a critical 
Point; for tho' it affected him perſonally, and did 
not in any Manner concern his Country, yet he 
would not ſuffer it to be conceal'd, for in ſo doing, 
he muſt, as he ſaid, have violated the Oath he 
had taken. 

In ſcrutinizing the Letters, the Secret Committee 
found a Copy, (the original having been ſent to 
Matthew Prior, Eſq; who was then Ambaſlador 
at the Court of France,) wherein, among other 
Things, the Secretary had the Vanity to declare, 
that * wrote that Letter on the handſomeſt Desk 
in the World; which was the B--- of a certain beau- 
tiful Lady. This was ſo unexpected, that it ſur- 
prizd every one then preſent ; it was look d upon 
as a Piece of vain Gallantry, a meer Romance, that 
had not the leaſt Probability of Truth in it; and as 
it was known that the Perſon who wrote it, often 
bragg d of Favours which he never receiv'd, fo this 
was caft in to encreaſe their Number. As there- 
fore it no Way related to their preſent Enquiry, 
which was to make what diſcovery they could of 
the Contrivances and Machinations, that had been 
carried on privately, with a Defign to prevent his 
Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown, a Motion was 
made not to take any Notice of it, or to inſert it in 
their Report: But Mr. Pulteney, laid before them 
the Neceſſity they were under to make mention of it, 
purſuant to the Oath they had taken; he explain'd 


the 


| 
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the Nature of that Oath, and even tho' ſome envi- 
ous and malicious „e e might take occaſion to re- 


flect upon him, when that Letter ſhould be made 


publick, yet he would not permit 1t to lie dormant. 
Hence then it appears, that whether that Letter 
was true or falſe, Mr. Pulteney's Behaviour in this 
Particular was candid, and merits univerſal Ap- 
plauſe; for he choſe rather to lay himſelf open to 
malicious TI ongues, than to ſuffer internal Inquie- 
tude, and let his Conſcience continually reproach 
him with the Guilt of Perj Jary. 

The Principal enters of the Miniſtry, during 


the laſt four Years of Queen Anne's Reign, uſed 


their utmoſt Endeavours, in the moſt clandeſtine 
Manner, to introduce Popery, Savery, and Arbi- 
trary Power ; but they could not accompliſh their 
wicked Deſign, without taking ſome Steps in Par- 
liament, which they. varniſhed and coloured with 
lpecious Pretence, in order to delude the incautious 
and hood-wink the unwary. But Mr. Pu/teney, who 
was a Gentlemen of deep Penetration, and firmly 
adhered to the Intereſt of the Houle of Hanover, 
quickly perceived their Intentions; he oppoſed them 
{trenuouſly, wiped off the Gloſs, which they had 
put upon their execrable Machinations ; 3 he eſpou- 
ted the Cauſe of his injured Country, and exerted 
himſelf fo bravely in Defence of the Rights, Privi- 
leges, and Properties of the Community, that he 
thereby retarded the Execution of their Schemes, 
and the Meaſures which they had taken to bring 


them to Perfection, till it was too late for thoſe Mi- 


niſters — 
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| niſters to propoſe to themſelves any Hopes of Suc- 
ceſs from what they had undertaken to perform. 


Some Time aſter his late Majeſty's peaceable Ac- 


ceſſion to the Imperial Crown of Great-Þbritarn, 


maugre all the Devices and Plots of profligate Reveis 


to exclude him from his indubitable Right, it was ad- 


judged proper to recompenſe, in ſome Manner, the 


Merit of Mr. Pulteney, whoie Loyalty and Attach- 


ment to the Court-Intereſt could not be queſtioned 


at that [ ime, whatever Opinion ſome Perſons may 
entertain of that Gentleman at preſent. Honours 
and Places were therefore conferred upon him by 
degrees; he was appointed Lord Lieutenant and 


Cuſtos Rotulorum of the Eaſt-Riding of Torkfhire, 
and of the I own and County of Kingſton upon Hull, 


which Poſts he ſtill enjoys. He was alſo made Secre- 
| tary at War, and afterwards ſworn in one of his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt honourable Privy Council; and having 
taken the proper Oaths to qualify himſelf for that 
important Office, inſtead of the Oaths of Allegiauce 
and Sypremacy, he took his Place at that honourable 


Board accordingly. 


There was Juch Concord and Unanimity, ſuch 
| Friendſhip, Harmony and good Underſtanding 
between a noble Earl deceaſed, Mr. Pulteney, and 


a Great Man now living, that they were called 


the Three Grand Allies; and this gave Birth to 


the proverbial Saying, Are you come into the 1rT1p- 
ple Alliance. To avoid obſcurity, I mult here 


obſerve, that the aforelaid Earl was a Sitting 


Member in the Houſe of Commons, when this 
C Alliduce 
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Alliance was formed; however, it continued for 
ſome time after he was called to the Upper 
Houſe, and made Prime Miniſter of State. He 
had Places of the greateſt Truft and Emolument 
comer*ed on him at various Times: He was 
made one of his late Majeſty's moſt honourable 
Privy-Council, one of the Cabinet-Council, Firſt 
Lord Commiſſioner of the Treaſurer, Chancellor 
and Under-Treafurer of the fame, and Secretary 
of State ; and though he had hereby an Oppor- 
tunity of enriching himſelf, his Family and his 
Relations, yet he was a Perſon of ſuch ftrict 
Honour and Integrity, a lover of Learning, and 
an encourager of Merit, that he made the Wel- 
fare of the PEOPLE his conſtant Care and 
Study, and had nothing ſo much at Heart as the 
Proſperity of his Country. He would not diſcard 
one Man to make Room for another, except he 
was proved to be a Delinquent, and neglected 
his Bufineſs ; he was fteady in his Principles; fixed 
and immoveable in his Attachment to his Royal 
Maſter's Glory, and his Country's Intereſt ; he was 
an able Stateſman, an experienced Politician, a 


— and prudent Man, and had ſuch a regard to 
f 


his Word, (tho a Courtier) that he performed 
every Promiſe he made, aſſoon as an Opportu- 


nity. was offered. The Gentlemen of the con- 
trary Party believed him to be an Honeſt Man, 


and declared him ſuch after his Death; for he |} 
left ſuch a ſmall Eſtate behind him, that his 
Lady had a Penfion from the Crown, which was 

| | no 
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o great Incumbrance, for ſhe did not ſurvive her 
1 above two Years. I now return to what 


paſſed before the Earl's Death. 


The Great Man, whom 1 mentioned before, 


was the reverſe of this Nobleman ; he was natu- 
rally implacable and ſullen; in Temper moroſe; 
in. Abilities a bungler; a meer dabler in Politicks; 3 
he was ambitious, covetous, proud and haughty, 
and ſometimes abject and fawning ; he was as 
notorious for his Volubility of 1ongze, as for his 
Ingratitude to the Earl who raiſed him, and to 
his King who had nouriſhed him; in ſhort, he was 
a perjed Medley. 

His Ambition was ſo unmeaſureable, that not 
able to bear a Superior, he endeavoured to ſup- 
plant his Benejador : To accompliſh this, as he 
had now free Acceſs to the King, and had 
gained his Ear, by pretending the greateſt At- 
tachment to him and his Family, and the preat- 
eſt Zeal for his Service, he conſtantly miſrepre- 
ſented the Earl's Actions, adding the darkeſt Co- 
lours to the pureſt Intentions. 

But the King placed ſuch Confidence in the 
Honour and Fidelity of his Minſter, that he did 
not give the leaſt Credit to the Ca/ummator's 
vile Aſperſions, which he believed to be as falſe 

as ſcandalous, or ſhewed him the leaſt Counte- 
Nance. However, he did not carry on his Trea- 
chery in ſuch a clandeſtine Manner as to prevent 
its coming to the Ears of the Earl, who thought, 
that if he did not reſent ſuch Heinis. Ingratitude, 


ES: it 


. 


13 Memirsof the Life and Conduct 


Alliance was formed; however, it continued for 
ſome time after he was called to the Upper 
Houſe, and made Prime Miniſter of State. He 
had Places of the greateſt Truft and Emolument 


coniereed on him at various Times: He was | 
made one of his late Majeſty's moſt honourable | 
Privy-Council, one of the  Cabinet-Council, Firſt | 
Lord Commiſſioner of the Treaſurer, Chancellor | 
and Under-Treaſurer of the fame, and Secretary | 


of State; and though he had hereby an Oppor- 


tunity of enriching himſelf, his Family and his | 
Relations, yet he was a Perſon of fuch ſtrict | 


Honour and Integrity, a lover of Learning, and 
an encourager of Merit, that he made the Wel- 


fare of the PEOPLE his conſtant Care and | 
Study, and had nothing ſo much at Heart as the 


Proſperity of his Country. He would not diſcard | 


one Man to make Room for another, except he 


was proved to be a Delinquent, and negleced | 
his Bufineſs ; he was ſteady in his Principles; fixed | 
and immoveable in his Attachment to his Royal 
Maſter's Glory, and his Country's Intereſt ; he was | 


an able Stateſman, an experienced Politician, a 


juſt and prudent Man, and had ſuch a regard to | 


his Word, (tho a Courtier) that he performed 


every Promiſe he made, aſſoon as an Opportu- | 
nity was offered. The Gentlemen of the con- 
trary Party believed him to be an Honeſt Man, 


and declared him ſuch after his Death ; for he 


left ſuch a ſmall Eſtate behind him, that his 
Lady had a Penſion from the Crown, which was, 
| | no | 
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no great Incumbrance, for ſhe did not ſurvive her 


Lord above two Years. I now return to what 


paſſed before the Earl's Death. 


The Great Man, whom 1 mentioned before, 
was the reverſe of this Nobleman ; he was natu- 
rally implacable and ſullen; in Iemper moroſe ; 


in. Abilities a bungler ; a meer dabler in Politicks ; 
he was ambitious, covetous, proud and haughty, 
and ſometimes abject and fawning ; he was as 
notorious for his Volubility of Tongue, as for his 
Ingratitude to the Earl who raiſed him, and to 
his King who had nouriſhed him; in ſhort, he was 
a perjed Medley. 

His Ambition was ſo unmeaſureable, that not 
able to bear a Superior, he endeavoured to ſup- 
plant his Benejador : To accompliſh this, as he 
had now free Acceſs to the King, and had 


gained his Ear, by pretending the greateſt At- 


tachment to him and his Tany, and the great- 
eſt Zeal for his Service, he conſtantly miſrepre- 
ſented the Earl's Actions, adding the darkeſt Co- 
lours to the pureſt Intentions. 


But the King placed ſuch Confidence in the 


Honour and Fidelity of his Miniſter, that he did 


not give the leaſt Credit to the Ca/ummiator's 
vile Aſperſions, which he believed to be as falſe 
as {candalous, or ſhewed him the leaſt Counte- 
nance. However, he did not carry on his Trea- 
chery in ſuch a c/andeſizne Manner as to prevent 
its coming to the Ears of the Earl, who thought, 
that if he did not reſent ſuch Heinotts Ingratitude, 
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it would appear in him to be downright Stupi- 
dity; and therefore he determined to have a 


watchful Eye over his Conduct. In a ſhort time 
he had fuch fuftictent Proof of many notorious 


Malverſations, and other Miſdemeanors, as gave | 


him a large Scope to reta/zate the Injuries he | 
had before offered® im unprovoked ; and they | 
were more than ſufficient: to induce the King to 
determine he would diſcard him with Dzſerace, | 
and not leave him the Yeaſt reaſonable Hopes | 
to be ever re-inſtated in his Royal Favour, which 
he did immediately. * 

Behold him now ſtript of all his Feathers, with 
the Mortification of knowing that he owed it all | 
to his own reſtleſs treacherous Temper, and that | 
the noble Perſon whom he unjuſtly accuſed, had | 
turned his own Cannon upon him. Nequèe lex eſt 
juſtior ulla. When they who had been his Friends, | 
were acquainted with the Reaſons of his Diſgrace, 
they had them in ſuch abhorrence, that they re- 
ſolved for the future to ſhun the Man, who 
could be guilty of ſuch vile Practices; and now | 
feeing himſelf deſpiſed and contemned, he turned | 
Malecontent, joined the adverſe Party, and flying 
in the Face of his Royal Maſter, oppoſed all the 
Meatures propoſed by his Miniſters in the Grand 
Aſſembly of the Nation for the Welfare of the 
Publick; nay, ever thoſe very Meaſures, which he | 
had before approved, hoping thereby to make it | 
neceſ ary to have him re: inſtated; but his Endea- | 
Pours-were unſucceſsful. 

He 


He did not come again into Play, while the 
Earl lived, and in all probability could not, had 
he lived to the Age of Methuſe/ah; for that 
great and incorrupt Miniſter abhorred to be com 
cerned with him upon any Terms; nor could he 


prevail with Mr. Pulteney to become a Tergi- 


verſator, who deteſted his Proceedings, con- 
demned the falſe Steps he had taken, and ſtood 


firm as a Rock, in Defence of his King and 


Country. 

In a little time after the Death of the Earl, 
an Accident happened which ſeemed to flatter 
this Wayward Man with hopes of being reſto— 
red. The Directors of the South-Sea Company 
continued to raiſe their Stock to ſuch an excet- 
five Heighth, that by the Combination between 
them they not only reſolved to bubble the Pro- 
prietors of the Money then lodged in their Hands, 
but, under a pretence of a vaſt Profit, declari 
that they could eafily make a Dividend of Fifty 
per Cent. they enticed them to purchale a greater 
Share of their Capital Stock. This Fraud they 


carried on for ſome time, till they had almoſt | 
engroſſed all the Current Money in the Nation, 


which ſtagnated the Trade of the Kingdom, and 
ruined many thouſand Families. Tis impoſſible 
to expreſs the Rage of the People when the 
Cheat was diſcovered; which could not be ap- 
peaſed till the Parliament took the Aitair into 


their Conſideration, and obliged the Proprietors 


to deliver up all they were worth in the World 
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upon Oath, tho moſt of them had an Allow- 
ance, and purchaſed their own Eſtates again. 
Mr. Pulteney exerted himſelf ſtrenuouſly in be- 
half of an abuſed and cheated Country, and 
bravely oppoſed the Allowanee that was made to 
the Proprietors: But weak are the Efforts of 
one Man againſt many ; yet ſtill he had this Con- 
ſolation, that he kept his Conſcrence void of Of- 
fence. 

ö During a Parliamentany enquiry, it was du- 
covered that ſome Perſons then at the Helm of 
Affairs, had a Fellow-teeling with the Directors, 
and particularly a Nobleman, whom the Commons 
were reſolved to call to Account. He fearing 
that he ſhould be brought to condign Pumiſh- 
ment, judged that the only Refuge he had left 
was to gain the diſgraced Courtier over to him, 
thereby to ſcreen him from the juſt Reſentment 
of an injured People. Aſſoon therefore as the 
firſt Overtures of a Reconciliation were made, 
with a promiſe of re-inſtating him in the King's 
Favour, and procuring him a Place of more Profit 
and Power than he had yet enjoyed, he greedily 
accepted the Terms, and managed the Affair 
with ſuch Dexterity, that the Nobleman was ac- 
quitted of the Accuſation that had been brought 
againſt him. 

Hitherto Mr. Pulteney had kept his Integrity 
inviolable ; and thinking that he deſerved ſome 
better Preferment than Secretary at War, he uſed 
his Endeavours to obtain a Place of greater Emo- 


lument ; 
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lument; but his Hopes and Expectation, like 
many others, were blaſted by a very Great 
Man. 

Reſentment, and a Thirſt of Revenge, very 
often provoke Nature to rebel againſt Principle ; 
but ſuch Proceedings not being juſtifiable, are con- 
trary to the Laws of Loyalty and Honcur. How- 
ever, this Gentleman was carried away by the 
violent Current of the Stream, which cauſed” him 
to run counter to his priſtine Fundamentals. 1 
with I could have caſt a Veil upon theſe unhappy 
Deviations; but if I had done fo, I ſhould have 
ated a Part inconliftent with that Candor, which 
have profeſſed to maintain in theſe Memoirs. 

In this unhappy Ditterence between theſe two 
Great Men, the preſent Poſture of Affairs of Great 
Britain, will, in ſome meaſure, bear an Analogy in 
that of Rome, in the Days of Ceſar and Pompey ; 
the one could not bear an Equal, nor the other a 
Superior, with this Difference only, that there 
has been no Blood ſpilt, but much Ink waſted on 
each Side. Here I muſt obſerve, without Favour 
or Partiality to either, that to ſerve a Prince 
becauſe we receive particular Graces and Benefits 
from his Authority, is no Obedience but Self- 
Intereſt, and conſequently there is no Aſſurance 
of their Fidelity, which changes in an Inſtant in 
hopes of a better Market. I mention this in re- 
ference to certain Perſons, who pretended they 
had voluntarily quitted their Employments, tho' 
it was evident at the ſame time that they laid 
hold 
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hold of the critical Minute, to prevent its being 


aid that they were diſcarded This is very 
conſonant to the Spaniſh Gravity, Patientia per 


force ende no ai Remedio, 1. e. what cannot be 
cured muſt be patiently endured, which 1s our 


_ Engliſh Proverb. 
Mr. Pulteney's Tergiverſation, and the Emba- 
raſſments which the Conrt-Intereſt has ſuſtained 


by the Loſs of ſuch a powerful Advocate, may 
be attributed to the Diſappointment he met with 
from the Great Man before mentioned; and it is 
too well known, that the ſame individual Great 
Man, has always made it his Buſineſs to amaſs 
almoſt incredible Riches for himſelf, Nor was he 
ſatisfied with this alone, for his next Care was to 
advance his own Family, by placing them in Em- 
ployments of great Profit ; and even the Relations 
of his diſtant Kindred have been preferred, tho 
never fo unworthy. His Menial Servants have 


| ſhared the like Fortune, by being hoiſted into 


Poſts of Emolument, which far exceed the ut- 
moſt Bounds of their Expectation ; theſe things he 
has done, and ſuftered at the ſame time Gentlemen, 
whole Birth and Education were ſuperior to his, 
Gentlemen of true Merit, unbiaſſed Integrity, and 
unſhaken Loyalty ; Gentlemen, who never oppoled 
the neceſſary Meaſures which were undertaken in 
behalf of their Royal Maſter, or endcavoured to 


thwart them thro' Piques, or upon any other Pre- 


tence whatſoever ; ſuch worthy Gentlemen, I ſay, 
he has ſuffered to walk about the Streets with 
| empty 
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empty Pockets and empty Belles, while Porters 
and Footmen have been raiſed and thruſt into ſuch 
beneficial Places, which many of thoſe diſtreſs'd 
Gentlemen would have accepted with Joy. If 
the reſt of this Gentleman's Policy be of the ſame 
Piece with his, the World may with good Reaſon 
call him the Political Blunderer; and it is no 
difficult Matter to foreſee who muſt pay for his 
Blunders at laſt. | 

When a Motion was made by the Secretary of 
the Treaſury for an Addreſs to the King, that 
the proper Officers might be directed to lay be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons the Net Produce of 
the Crvi/ Liſt Revenues within the Year, from 
Midſummer 1728. over and above the Annual, 
Weekly, or other Payments and Incumberances 
thereon, and over and above all Grants made by 
any of his Majeſty's Predecdtiars, it was looked 
upon as a thing of great Intricacy ; the Defign 
of that Motion however was apprehended by the 
Members of that Houſe, as ſoon as it was made, 
and occaſioned very warm Debates, in which 
Mr. Pulteney had no ſmall Share. 

But to ſet this Affair, I mean the Conſequence 
of the Secretary's Motion, in a clear Light, I 
muſt be obliged to look back, and have recourſe 
to an Act patled in the Ninth and Tenth Year of 
the Reign of King William, wherein the Parlia- 
ment ſettled upon him for Life, for the Utes of 
his Civil Government, a Sum certain, or Rent- 
Charges of 700,000 4. per Annum, and which, 
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if they produced more than that Sum, the Sur- 
plus was to be reſerved for the Diſpoſition of 
Parliament ; and if, by any Accident, they ſhould 
fall ſhort of that Sum within the Year, #here 
was no Obligation on the Parliament to make 
good any ſuch Deficiencies. From whence it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſuch Surp/zs as ſhould 
ariſe one Year, was certainly to be applied to 
make good the Deficiencies of another Year. 

I muſt alfo obſerve an Act made in the Firſt 
Year of his late Majeſty, intitled, An Act for the 
better Support of his Majeſty's Houfhold, and of 
the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of Great 
Britain; by which Act his Majeſty enjoyed all the 
Civil Liſt Revenues, with 120,000 J. out of the 


ö Aggregate Fund, without Account for any Sur- 


pluſſes over and above 800,000 /. however con- 
fiderable they may happen to be in any Year; 
and yet the Publick, by a Clause in the fame Act, 
were obliged to make good Deficiences. | 

We fee what a Diſparity there is between theſe 
Acts, and the Clauſe now recited, might in all 
probability be the Foundation of the Motion 
which was made by the before-mentioned Secre- 
tary ; and the Account which he brought in, and 
ſigned by him, was 115,000 J. which was ſtated 
as a Deficiency only, to make good the Arrears 
in his preſent Majeſty's Civil Lift Revenues. In 
the Reſolution, and in the Clauſe of Appropriation 
It is called an Arrear ; and an Arrear, as Mr. Puul- 
teney very judiciouſly oblerved, 1s to be replaced 


and | 
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and refunded, which, ſaid he, I think very hard 
upon the Publick, that they ſhould be obliged 
to make good whatever Deficiencies may happen 
thro' the Connivance of 'a Mznifer ; and then 
there was ſo far from being a Deficiency, that 
the Produce of the Year was 912,649 J. of which 
708,366 J. was actually received in Moneys in 
London before Midſummer 1728. and there has 
been received ſince 128,116. and left out in Ar- 
rears in April 76,1671, which, whenever paid, 
mutt be accounted as the Produce of the Year from 
Midſummer 1727 to Midſummer 1728. 

Now conſidering this Cafe as a Deficiency only, 
the Diſadvantage to the Publick appears to be much 
greater than, perhaps, ſome Perſons apprehend ; 
as for inſtance, the People are not only obliged 
to make good caſud and real Deficiencies, but by 


the Conſtruction of the Clauſe giving the 115,000/. 
whereby the Publick 1s to make good any Ar- 


rears of the Revenues ftanding out and not paid 
into the Exchequer at Midſummer-Day, to com- 
pleat 800,000 J. per Aunum, they are obliged to 
compleat whatever Sum 1s wanting of the full 
$00,000 J. actually received into the Exchequer 
the very Midſummer-Day the Year ends; not- 
withſtanding the Arrears ſtanding out in Bills of 
Exchange, * 
Collectors Hands, more than ſufficient to make good 
this Sum. | 


Theſe are ſuch Arrears, continued this Gentle- 


man, as, is well known, muſt be unavoidable to a 
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certain Degree in every Year, and may, at any 
time, be encreaſed by a Deſgning and Corrupt 
Miniſter, to any Sum he thinks fit; and this 
without appearing to give any Direction to the 
Officers of the Revenues, but by a bare Conni- 
vance only, by the negligence of a Freaſurer in 
not quickening Payments, or by forgetting, for 
many Years, whole Branches. of the Revenue, as 
happened not long ago in the memorable Caſe 
of the Hawkers and Pedlars ; fo that let the 
Net Produce of the Revenue be never fo great, 
theſe pretended Arrears are to be made good 
| by the Land lax, or other Supplies of the Year. 
) Thus the well known Author of a Pamphlet 
publiſhed ® in the Year 1713. may aſſume the 
Merit of having himſelf accompliſhed, (provided 
that this Houſe thall conſent to a Clauſe to make 
good theſe Deficiencies or Arrevrs) what he then 
foretold, and ſeemed to apprehend very much, 
That a Land cr Malt-lax might be made at 
leaſt an Hereditary Revenue for the Support of the 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown. 

Every Body, who has the Intereſt of his Coun- 
try ſincerely at Heart, muſt agree that Mr: Paul- 
teney's Remarks were juſt and well grounded; and | 
it is very probable that the Clauſe would not | 
have paſſed the Houſe, if that Gentleman had not 
been unfortunately taken ill on a fudden, inſo- 


much! 
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much that he was forced to be carried out before 
the Queſtion was put. This was no ſmall Mortifi- 
cation to every Well-wiſher of Great Britain, 


each of whom was deeply affected with the un- 


welcome News; though at the ſame time it at- 
forded great Comfort to Perſons of a different Kid- 
ney, eſpecially to a Great Man, fince it gave 
him the beſt Opportunity he could defire of ob- 
taining his Point. 

Here I muſt take Notice, that there were no 
leſs than 201 Members abſent, when the 115, 004. 
was granted to make good the Arrears of the 
Civil Liſt Revenues, with Leaves, or Sickneſs, 
or particular Buſmeſs in his Majeſty's Service; 
but I will not take upon me to fay any of them 
were away deſined!y, becauſe if they had been 
preſent, moſt of them muſt have been obliged to 
have done what..they ever after would have been 
aſhamed of, (they full well knew the Conſequence 
elſe) in order to keep pace with another, whole 
Name is already as Back as it can well be. 


Though Mr. Pultenèy had not the deſired Succeſs 


in preventing the Clauſe for making good the Ar- 
rear of 115,000 J. to pals the Houſe of Commons, 

yet he carried his Point in another Affair, eſſen- 
tially neceſſary for preſerving and corroborating 
the Conſtitution of Great Britain; I mean, the 


Act to prevent Bribery and Corruption in the Elea- 


tion of Members of Parliament. 
It was highly neceſſary indeed to put a Stop 
to the pernicious Practice of buying and ſelling 
Votes, 


Votes, which was arrived to ſuch a heighth, that 


to Account for it. 


go Memoirs of the Life and Conduct 


Boroughs were as barefacedly expoſed to Sale as 
Hay or Straw in a publick Market; and it was 
4 reaſonable to expect that ſuch Perſons as 


bought them had ſome private and ſeltiſh Ends 


in View; the Intereſt and Welfare of their Coun- 


try not having the leaſt Place in their Minds or 
Thoughts. 


Such Conſiderations as theſe animated our wor- 


thy Patriot, and kindled in his generous Breaſt a 
noble Zeal to prevent, if poſſible, the like Enor- 
mities for the future; and thereupon the Bill to 
prevent Peuſioners, and thoſe who had any Em- 


ployment under the Government, to fit and vote 
in the Houſe of Commons, was brought in; and 
his indefatigable Pains and Care were crown d 
with ſuch Succeſs, that he had the Happineſs 
and Satisfaction to ſee it pals. But, oh! a Bill F 


fo much dehred, and fo much wanted, to render 
the Felicity of true Britons more compleat, by 


what Fatality I know not, was burnt to Pot m 
another Place, by the blowing up of the Fre 


by a certain Right Reverend Bench. But tuch | 


Miſcarriages have jrequent/y happened in former 
Days; nor can I ſee how they can poſſibly be | 
avoided for the future, eſpecially if an ambitions, 
over-rich and malicious Miniſter ſhall be entruſted 


with the Chief Management of Publick Affairs, 


and have it his Power to embez2z/e the Publick | 
Treaſure, and yet green himſelf from being called 
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[ have given ſome Inſtances, out of a great Num- 


ber of Mr. Pu/teney's indefaticable Care, Zeal, and 
Aihduity, in his Endeavours to promote the Intereſt 


and Proſperity of his native Country; and I perſuade 


myſelf I ſhall be held inexculable, if I omit to take 
Notice how ſtrenuoully he behaved himſelf in op- 
poſing the Supply for mainting 12,000 inactive Heſ- 
fan Troops in Britiſb pay, who have done the Na- 
tion no Manner of Service, nor is it likely they ever 
will. Nor can | pats by in filence the glorious Stop, 


which thro his Strength of Reaſoning, was put to 


the raifing Iriſb Recruits for compleating the Regi- 


ments in France, which are compos'd of ſuch Coun- 
trymen. He very judiciouſly obſerved that they 
are the beſt Forces that the French King has under 
him; and we have experiencd them to be ſuch in 


the late War with Lewis XIVth. They are a big- 
gotted People, and perſuaded that they have a Right 


and a juſt Claim to the Eftates now poſſeſs d by the 


Proteſtants in Ireland; they are haughty, proud, 
and revengeful, tho begearly ; ; and by their Princi- 


ples think it is not a Sin to wade up to their Necks 
in Heretick Blood. Was it not therefore one of the 
moſt imprudent, and impolitick Steps that could 
be taken, to adviſe or content (out of Complaiſace, 
and not through any ſiniſter or ſelfiſh Ends, hope) 
that French Officers ſhould be permitted to carry 


Recruits out of ire. aud, which may one Day prove 


to be ſo many Goads and 'Thorns in our Sides? eſ- 


eſpeclally if it ſhouid ever happen that our good and 
jaithſul 
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faithſul Ally, the French King, ſhould have a Rup- 


ture with us. 

They, who have the leaſt Knowledge of the 
Tranſactions of ſome Men, and the Methods that 
have been purſu'd in carrying on Affairs of the greatſt 
Importance, mult certainly know the Perſon, who 
by his fly Infinuations and falſe Miſrepreſentations 
ol Facts, (according to his laudable Cuſtom) ſtirred 
up the Lord Harvey to challenge Mr. Pulteney; 
hoping that the Point of the young Gentleman's 
Sword would diſpatch his Rival, and then he might 
proceed to any Lengths without Oppoſition. 1 
very well remember, that the Tryal of General 
Macartney for the Murder of the late Duke 
Hamilton, it was allowed to be Felony without 
Benefit of the Clergy, to ſend or carry a Chak 
lenge to a Privy-Counſellor ; and I do not find 
that the Act which makes it Felom, exempts one 
Privy-Counſellor from the ſaid Penalty, who chal- 
lenges another in the ſame Station. But Mr. 
Pultenzy diſdained to lay hold of ſuch an Op- 
ꝓortunity, eſteeming it a ſtrong Argument of a 
puſilanimous Spirit; and though he was an un- 
equal Match in many reſpects for Lord Harvey, 
and might have declined the Challenge with Ho- 
nour, yet he met his Antagoniſt at the Hour and 


Place appointed; and though the Succeſs of the | 


Duel was trivial, no more than two or three 
Scratches having been given and received, yet 


Mr. Pwtteney, in all probability, would have had 


much 
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much great Succeſs, had the Seconds cloſed in, and 
thereby prevented the bad Conſequences. | 
Let me not be underſtood to infinuate that Lord 
Harvey wanted Courage, when I ſaid he was ſtirred 
up to challenge Mr. Pultency ; for they who are 
acquainted with that Gentleman, muſt allow, that 
he needs no Arguments to induce him to de- 


mand Satisfaction for an Injury oftered to his Cha- 


racer and Reputation. But as this was not the 
Caſe between Mr. Pu/teney and this Crentleman ; 
what Opinion muſt the World conceive of the 
Perſon, who could ſo viel foment a Quarrel 


between two innocent Gentlemen, from whence 


the Death of one of them might have enſued, and 
the other be brought to an infamous End. 
The Liberty of the Preſs is the undoubted 


Right of a Free-born People, and they not only 
claim it, but infiſt. upon it as their natural Privi- 


lege; and whoever ſaps or undermines it, weak- 
ens at the ſame time one of the Fundamentals of 
our Happy Conſtitutions. But he, that ſhall rob the 


Subject of ſuch a valuable Bleſſing, deſerves a 


Halter much more than he that takes a Pzrſe on the 


Highway; and Heaven grant that every tuch Perſon 
may be rewarded accorded to his Merit, He 


may, by an equal Parity of Reaſon, ſpoil every 
Briton of his Freehold ; and by the ſame Rule that 


he fetters a Man's Pen, he may put a Padlock upon 


his Tongue. Such an unjuſtihable Proceeding has a 


palpable and direct Lendency to Arbitrary Power, 
and conſequently to reduce Free Men to Savery, 


E and 
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and bring them under the galling Yoke of De- 
ſpotick Sway. I will not deny but ſuch a Thing, 
(though illegal, and fatal to its ſelf) has been put 
in Practice, which was immediately followed by 
a Quo Warranto againſt the Charter of the City 
of London, which had been granted and confirmed 


by ſo many preceding Monarchs; but tlioſe wicked 
Counſellors, and evil Miniſters, who were the 
Contrivers and Abettors thereof, ought to have beer 
puniſhed in the ſevereſt and moſt exemplary Man- 
ner. But tho' they filled the Meaſure of their Jni- 
quity in ſome things, yet it did not continue long; 
for the People were reſtored to their antient Privi- 
leges and Immunities by the Bill of Rights, pre- 
ſently after King William was placed upon the 
Throne. 
When a Deſign was on Foot to wreſt Ve Li- 
berty of the Pret, out of the Hands of the Peo- 
ple; with what undaunted Bravery did Mr. Pu/- 
teney ſtep forward, and place himſelf in the Gap! 
He oppoſed himſelf fmg/y againſt the united Forces 
of a confederate Cabal, who, conſcious of their 
own Guilt and unwarrantable Proceedings, and 
fearing that they ſhould not ſucceed, not only 
dropt their intended Attempt, but denied that they | 
had ever formed any ſuch Deſign. 
That Mr. Pwlteney has expos d oppos'd the ill- 
|| concerted Meaſures of a Great Man, is readily 
} granted; and has it not been fince demonſtrated 
that thoſe very Meaſures were not beneficial to 
Great-Britain, tho immenſe Sums of Money wer: 


expended 
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expended before they could be accompliſh'd ? And 


though there was no room to 1magine that he had 
any private or ſiniſter End in View, but on the con- 
trary, that he acted the Part of a zealous Patriot; 
yet how has he been miſrepreſented by the merce- 
nary Writers on the contrary Party, who boaſt of 
the Salaries they receive, and yet would write 
againſt the Perſon who employs them, provided any 


body would give them better Pay. 


| mutt conteſs, Jam at a Loſs to determine whe- 
ther the Writings of theſe Hzre/mgs, which are fo 
full of fulſome Flattery, Incoherence, and Inadver- 
tency, are a Subject fitter for Ridicule and Banter, 
or Pity and Compaſhon ? Their Ignorance, if 
they are their own, carry ſo great a Weight, that 
inclines me to the latter ; but 1f they are the genuine 
Ottsprings of the Perſon, who gives them their 
daily Bread, his Levity has ſuch an Effect, that it 
feathers me away to the former. Some of thete 
taggots (for I cannot call them Regular Troops, be- 
cauſe they have not been legally 7/iſted, cho' often 


muſter'd) have expreſs'd themſelves, or rather the 


Orders which they receiv'd from their dorwty Gene- 
ral, in Words to this Effect, vlg. | 
Io detect manifeſt Prevarications, feign'd and 
ſophiſtical Arguments, and many pulpable Errors, 
we think it a point of Duty incumbent on us, in 
Juitice to the Conduct of that Great Man, whole 
indefatigable Labour, Pains and Induftry, for 
Years paſt, have been calculated for publick Utility, 
and the Beneſit of the whole Community. Yet nut- 
2 withſtanding 
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withſtanding all theſe admirable Virtues, we daily 
ſee Libels publiſhed againſt the Conduct and 
frugal Management of this Great Man, branded 
with Infamy and Diſcharge, and charged with con- 
verting immenſe Sums annually to his own private 
| Uſe, purely to keep up the Spirits of a declining 
Faction; and with an intent to poſſeſs thoſe Sta- 
tions, when Time and Opportunity ſerve, or to go 
get large Penſions to ſooth their Temper, and calm 
the unruly Tempeſt that lies lurking within their 
Breaſt. No doubt if the Scale were turned, and 
they had poſſeſſed thoſe Stations, they would cer- 
tainly follow his Footſteps to promote the Gra- 
deur and Dignity of their reſpedive Families. 

The Tools of Power and Greatneſs take it in 
mighty Dudgeon that our Patr/ct complained of 
the peaceable Armada that lay ſo long inactive at 
Sbithead, and of the fruitleſs Succeſs of the Con- 
greſs at Soiſſons; which they have the audaciouſnęſs 
to call airy Notions, fond Chimera's, inviduoully 
ſpread abroad, to taint the Reputation of a cer- 
tain Great Man, by malicious. Repreſentations, 

and render him odious to the whole Commu 
| nity. By their matchleſs effrontery, they would 
| impoſe upon the World, and make Mankind be- 
liebe that there had not been an united Squa- 
dron of Britiſh and Dutch Ships of War that lay at 
| Spithead ; though Here are many Thouſands now 
| | living that can prove them to be Impoſtors, and 
tell them to their Teeth that ſuch Aſſertions are 
not ary Notions and fond Chimera's, as they are 


pleas'd 
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pleas'd to term them. I hope 1 ſhall be held ex- 
cuſed if I turn their Cannon upon them, and fling 
back their own Hu pot, with which they thought 
to poiſon others; and hereſore I fay, in their 
own Dialect, that what they would have palmed 
upon the People, is as great Halſity as a ſalſe 
Heart ever invented, and a falſe 1ongue uttered. 

The Partizans of a certain Great Perſon ob- 
ferving that ozr Gentleman was inwardly grieved . 
at the Calamities and Sufferings of the People, 
were very much nettled that he uſed the follow- 
ins Expreſſions : Our Trade decayed in every Part 
of it, aud dwindled away almoſt to Nothing. 
Our: Manufadures declined, and our Merchants 
ſuſtained mſupportable Lojjes, their Ships being 

| taken without Number in the Weſt-Indies, he 
Ocean, and even in our own Channel, havin no 
Convoys to guard them, aud no Letters of Repri- 
ſals granted to make themſetves Satis factioi. 

Though each Particular herein be literally 
true, yet the pretended Zealots on the other 
Side, who are ſuch mighty Sticklers for their 
Maſter's Conduct, call this (according to their 
Billingſgate Rubbiſh) the very Pith and Marrow 
of Malecontents Arguments, and a very evident 
Proof of both their Ignorance and Impudence. 
Theſe unhappy Wretches are like People af— 
flicted with the Jaundice, imagining that every 
Body on whom they caſt their Eyes, is of the 
lame Complexion with themſelves. But let us ſee 
how they talve this Matter, and take a View of 

their 
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their partial and ſcandalous Gloſſes, for they have 
given us a Specimen of their &currility in the pre- 
ceding Sentence. 

One of them tells us, that the Decay of our 
Manufactures for four Years paſt has been owin 
chiefly to the little Conſumption at home: That 
in all Times of ſcarcity, the Money that ſhould 
go to buy new Cloaths, goes to pay the extra- 
ordinary Price of Bread; and the home Conſump- 
tion taking off two thirds of the Woollen Goods 
that are made, if it finks but a quarter Part, it 
muſt occaſion a Clamour, as if nine Looms in 
ten were ſhut up. And as to the Foreign I rade 
being dwind/ed to Nothing, the Interruption of 
the Trade with Spain always encreaſes that with 
Portugal ; and though by no means in a Degree 
equal to the Free 1rade with both, yet in tuch 
a Proportion as to make his ſaying our Foreign 
Trade dwindled to Nothing, to be a great Fal- 
fity.—_— I cannot refrain from taking Notice of 
the Jeſuitiſm, Fraud and Impoſition of this Wri- 
ter, which I think myſelf obliged to detect and 
lay open. The Words of our Gentleman are theſe; 
our tirade dwindied away almoſt to Nothing. 
If the Word almoſt had been mentioned, then there 
would not have been any room for this unfair 
Writer to have called that Sentence a great Fal- 
fity. I preſume he was well aware of this, and 
therefore choſe this Method to defend his Falthood 
with Fallacy ; and the Omiſſion of that Word 
was calculated with this eſign, namely, that he 


might 
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might have Succeſs for a-while, and obtain the 
Sanction of ſome inconſiderate People, who do not 
penetrate into Things, but content themſelves with 

a ſuperficial View; yet no ſooner are they diſco- 
nn: and ſet in their proper Colours, but they 
are obſerved with that Deteſtation that 1s due to 
ſo vile an Impoſture. 

Much more might be ſaid upon this Subject; 
but I ſhall content myſelf with what 1 have al- 
ready ſaid, and do declare that I will very ſpee- 
* appear again in Publick upon the ſame Oc- 
caſion. 
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